
SB 62 by Sen. Stargel related to K-12 Education 
Section 1. The bill amends s. 212.055, F.S., relating to discretionary sales surtaxes and school 
capital outlay surtaxes. The bill requires school boards to share voted discretionary sales tax 
revenues with charter schools. Specifically, the bill provides that the resolution describing the 
capital outlay projects must include a statement that the revenues collected must be shared with 
charter schools based on their proportionate share of total school district enrollment. Surtax 
revenues shared with charter schools must be expended by the charter schools in a manner 
consistent with the required plan set forth in the resolution. 
 
Section 2. The bill amends s. 1007.273, F.S., relating to early college programs. The section 
currently refers to collegiate high school programs. “Early college program” is defined as a 
structured high school acceleration program in which a cohort of students is taking 
postsecondary courses full time toward an associate degree. Such program must prioritize 
courses applicable as general education core courses for an associate or baccalaureate 
degree. 
 
Language establishing minimum requirements for collegiate high school programs is deleted. 
The bill requires each school board and its local Florida College System to execute a contract to 
establish an early college program. The contract must identify grade levels to be included in the 
early college program and delineate the courses that must include general education core 
courses. The reference to industry certification is removed. 
 
Each student participating in an early college program must enter into a student performance 
contract that is signed by the student, parent, representative of the school district and the 
Florida College System institution partner or any other eligible postsecondary institution partner. 
The bill authorizes a charter school to execute a contract directly with the local Florida College 
System institution or another institution that is authorized (state university or institutions eligible 
to participate in the William L. Boyd, 
 
IV, Effective Access to Student Education Grant Program) to establish an early college program 
at a mutually agreed upon location.  
 
The bill requires that by November 30, 2021, and annually thereafter, the Commissioner must 
report to the Governor and legislature the statues of early college programs. 
 
Section 3. The bill amends s. 1011.62, F.S., relating to the funds for operation of schools. 
The bill provides for additional FTE membership for students enrolled in an early college 
program a value of 0.16 FTE. Such value must be calculated for each student who completes a 
general education core course through the dual enrollment program with a grade of “C” or 
better. The value of 0.08 FTE shall be calculated for each student who completes a general 
education core course through dual enrollment (with a grade of “C” or better) when not enrolled 
in an early college program. A value of 0.3 FTE shall be calculated for any student who receives 
an associate degree through the dual enrollment program with a 3.0 grade point average or 
better. This value is added to the total FTE in basic programs for grades 9 through 12 in the 
subsequent fiscal year. These provisions are effective for credit earned by dually enrolled 
students for courses taken in the 2020-2021 school year and thereafter. If the associate degree 
is earned in 2020-2021 following completion of courses taken in the 2020-2021 school year, 
then courses taken towards the degree prior to 2020-2021 may not preclude eligibility for the 0.3 
additional FTE bonus. Each district must allocate at least 50 percent of the bonus funding to 
schools that generated the funds. 
 



In addition, a value of 0.3 FTE must be calculated for each student who receives a College 
Board AP Capstone Diploma and meets the requirements for a standard high school diploma. 
 
The provisions of the Mental Health Assistance Allocation are modified to require that the 
plan developed by a school district must include input from school and community stakeholders 
and informed by a needs assessment. In addition to existing requirements, the mental health 
plan must include mental health policies and procedures that include: 

 Universal supports to promote students’ psychological well-being and ensure safe and 
supportive school environments.  

 Universal supports to promote students’ psychological well-being and ensure safe and 
supportive school environments.  

 Policies and procedures for responding to a student with suicidal ideation.  

 A school crisis response plan that should include the establishment of district-level and 
school-level crisis response teams, including administration and school-based mental 
health service providers.  

 
The annual report must reflect program outcomes and expenditure for all charter schools, 
including charter schools that submitted a separate plan. The report must include the number of 
students receiving screenings, services, etc. and the number of school-based and community-
based mental health providers, the number and ratio of school social workers, school 
psychologists, certified school counselors employed by the districts and the total number of 
licensed mental health professionals employed directly by the district. 
 
Finally, the amount of mental health assistance allocation funds appropriated subsequent to the 
2019-2020 fiscal year that are in excess of the amount appropriated in the 2019-2020 fiscal year 
must be used exclusively to fund additional providers of school-based mental health services. 
 
The bill removes the sunset provision relating to the Funding Compression Allocation. 
Therefore, the allocation is not repealed July 1, 2020.  
 
Section 4. The bill amends s. 1003.4282, F.S., and is conforming language.  
 
Section 5. Effective date of July 1, 2020. 
 
The bill passed the Senate Education Committee favorably 


